
I think we Catholics are great at talking in glowing terms of the need for pray-er and the power of pray-er, and yet we really failin prayer. I don’t mean turn-ing to God in needs—I think we all to do that. But rather in the daily ‘work’ of prayer, which is not so much asking for things, or saying set prayers, but the habit of realising the pres-ence of God and rejoicing in it in times of silence.  
I have already mentioned how we need to look at how the Church in our parishes can be revived. But above all prayer must be the foundation. A true piety based on the fear of the Lord. This is what Our Lady shows us. She is the image of a life of prayer for us. Let us learn from her this May! 

It is good to be back from holiday. I was feeling really tired and ill on the week-end of the Visitation, and it turned out that I had cellu-litis in my leg. And so the first part of my holiday was spent feeling rather ill and very tired. However, once the antibiotics kicked in, I had a very restful time.  
The great thing about holi-day for me is the ability to spend time reading. Every-one who comes to my study at the presbytery is impressed by the number of books I’ve been able to amass. It is rather less im-pressive how much time I get to read them. One of the books I read while I was away was “God or Nothing” by Cardinal Rob-ert Sarah, the prefect of the Congregation for the Liturgy in Rome. His ex-

perience growing up in Guinea, his experience of poverty, and then of civil war and dictatorship are very moving. But what communicates itself above all is his focus on God. From recounting the expe-rience of seeing the French priests of his childhood in prayer, through his words about the need for prayer in our lives today, he shows himself to be a truly holy man.  

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINTS OF MERCY 
St Margaret Clitherow 1556-1586 The wife of the butcher on the Shambles in York, Margaret Clitherow had three children, and at the time of her martyrdom was pregnant with the fourth. At the age of 18, she be-came a Catholic and en-dured the fines and impris-onments that brought. At great danger, she har-boured Catholic priests in 

her house and elsewhere. Her desire to allow others to receive the benefit of the Sacraments from Cath-olic priests and her own desire to look after these faithful heroic priests was her motivation. When her eldest son went abroad to train for the priesthood, the house was ransacked and the priest hole found. She was sentenced to be pressed to death. 
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 Biddulph 

Goldenhill 

Kidsgrove 

Packmoor 

The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am  
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am, Monday 5.30pm 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm; Friday after morning Mass 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm   

Saturday 30th   6.30pm  Holy Mass  James Nelson (SVP) 
Sunday 1st 9.00am    Holy Mass  John & Mary Hunter 
Sixth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Frank Smithson 
Easter    1.00pm  Baptism  
    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 
Monday 2nd   5.15pm   Eucharistic Adoration  
St Athanasius  6.00pm   Novena Mass Ethol Price 
Tuesday 3rd  8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  
St Philip & St James  9.15am    Holy Mass Jacqui Keating 
   9.30am  Morning Prayer  
    2.15pm Holy Rosary  
  6.00pm   Holy Mass Frank Smithson (SVP) 
Wednesday 4th 6.00pm    Eucharistic Adoration  
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS 7.00pm    Holy Mass Karol Grolik 

Thursday 5th  9.30am   Holy Mass (In School) Sean Canavan 
Easter Feria  5.00pm   Reception of Body Mary Heath RIP 
Friday 6th  12noon   Requiem Mass Mary Heath RIP 
Easter Feria   2.15pm  Holy Mass for the Feast St John Frank Smithson (SVP) 

First Friday    6.00pm Word and Communion or Holy Mass  

    6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  
Saturday 7th 10.30am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 
Easter Feria   6.30pm  Holy Mass of the Feast Graham Clarke & Bill Owen 
Sunday 8th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Jacqui Keating 
THE ASCENSION   11.00am   Holy Mass  Mary Minshull 
OF THE LORD    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Pentecost Novena This Thursday ought to be Ascension Day. It has, however, been moved, as a celebration, to the following Sunday. But we should still remember that Our Lord ascended on the fortieth day, and told his disciples to pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit. So you are invited to join the Pentecost Novena, starting this Friday. Here is a prayer of Pope St John XXIII, which we could all pray each day between Friday 6th and Saturday 14th May: Divine Spirit, renew your wonders in this our age as in a new Pentecost, and grant that your Church, praying perseveringly and insistently with one heart and mind together with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and guided by blessed Peter, may increase the reign of the Divine Saviour, the reign of truth and justice, the reign of love and peace. Amen. 



PARISH REGISTERS 
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PASTORAL 
Feast of the English Martyrs The Feast Day is on Wednesday 4th May. There will be Mass at English Mar-tyrs’ at 7pm, and we invite people to bring and share a buffet supper after-wards. It will be particularly great to see the parish come out to celebrate this Feast Day together as part of our preparations for the Consecration in September.  
Turin Shroud Exhibition The Turin shroud is the greatest icon of the crucified Christ, and has been an influence on many people, bringing them to faith in God’s mercy. We are privileged to be able to host an exhi-bition on the Shroud at English Mar-tyrs’ Church from 8th to 13th May. The exhibition will be open through-out the week. Thank you to all those who have volunteered to man the church but we could do with a few more. If interested in volunteering please see Teresa Dutton or ring her on 518073. 
May Procession The Procession in honour of Our Lady at Packmoor will be on Sunday 22nd May at 3pm. After the Procession there will be afternoon tea. Please support this beautiful traditional annual event.  
First Holy Communion The May  meetings for First Holy Communion parents and children are on Wednes-day 18th May at St Joseph’s Academy at 6.30pm and on Thursday 26th May at 6.30pm at Our Lady of Grace Bid-dulph. All First Communion children and parents should attend one of these meetings. 
English Martyrs’ Consecration Dates for the next working group meeting are as follows: Tuesday 3rd May 7.00pm Celebra-tion group. All meetings will be in the meeting room at English Martyrs’ Church.  
Holy Rosary The Rosary will be prayed before Mass on the five Sun-days of May, beginning this Sunday with the Joyful Mysteries. We need a volunteer to lead 20 minutes before 

YOUNG PEOPLE 
World Youth Day The second instalment of £100 is due to be paid as soon as possible for all those who are going on the pilgrimage to WYD Krakow. Please let Fr Julian have the payment as soon as possible.  
Quiz Night with Pie and Pea Supper A quiz night has been ar-ranged at Sandyford Cricket Club on Thursday 5th May, arrive 7pm. Cost is £5 per person which includes Pie & Peas. To book a place for your team (ideally 4 persons per team) please ring Teresa during office hours. Pay-ment can be made on the night. Plac-es are limited so book early. All mon-ey raised will go towards funds for the WYD pilgrimage. 

Evening of Mercy The next Even-ing of Mercy will be on Thursday 12th May at 7pm at St Joseph’s Burs-lem. The evenings of mercy are an invitation to come and hear the mes-sage of God’s merciful love, shown to us most especially in the Sacra-ment of Forgiveness. The evening lasts between an hour and an hour and a half and is a devotional service rather than Mass. All welcome! 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 
Pilgrimage Day Trip Our pilgrim-age day trip to Hereford will be on Saturday 25th June. More details for booking next week. 
Day Trip The friendship club are organising a day trip to Buxton & Matlock on Tuesday 24th May. The cost of the coach is £10 and will de-part Kidsgrove Town Hall at 9.15am picking up at Hanley & Meir on the way. Return will be at about 6pm. To book a place contact Matt Ford on 07587034299. 
Goldenhill Spring Fayre This will be held at Goldenhill Community centre at 12noon on Saturday 21st May. We need donations of items for the stalls: bottles, bric a brac, toilet-ries, books etc. Please bring items for the Fayre to Church next Sunday. 
Biddulph & Packmoor Fayre 

YEAR OF MERCY 

Baptisms 
Welcome to the family of the Church to Amber Alice Humphries, who will be baptised at St John’s Church to-day. 
Deaths 
Of your charity, please pray for the soul of Mary Heath. The Requiem Mass will be offered for the repose of her soul on Friday 6th May at 12noon in St Joseph’s followed by cremation at Bradwell. Her body will be re-ceived into church on Thursday even-ing at 5pm. 
Also pray for the soul of Patrick Byr-ne. The Requiem Mass will be of-fered for the repose of his soul on Monday 16th May at 11.30am at St John’s followed by cremation at Bradwell. 
Also pray for the repose of the soul of Jean McLean. The Requiem Mass will be offered for the repose of her soul on  Monday 23rd May at St John’s followed by cremation at Car-mountside. Her body will be re-ceived into church on Sunday evening at 5pm. 
 Requiescant in Pace 

Mass begins. 
Biddulph SVP The next meeting of the SVP will be on Tuesday, 10th May at 7pm, at English Martyrs’. 
Goldenhill UCM The UCM will next meet on Wednesday 4th May at 7pm. Entry through the Lady Chapel. 

This will take place at Biddulph Town Hall at 10am on Saturday 21st May. There is a sign up sheet at the back of English Martyrs’ and St Pat-rick’s for stall holders, volunteers and helpers. We also need donations of items for the stalls, and also prizes for the raffle.  



Entrance Antiphon: Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth: The Lord has freed his people, alleluia. 
Response to the Psalm: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Jesus said: ‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we shall come to him.’ [Alleluia.] 
Preface Easter V   Eucharistic Prayer II 
Acclamation:  Save us... 
Communion Antiphon: If you love me, keep my com-mandments, says the Lord, and I will ask the Father and he will send you another Paraclete, to abide with for ever, alleluia. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Year of Mercy Pilgrimage to Spain & Fatima  
22nd to 30th October 2016 

We are now taking bookings for our superb Year of Mercy pilgrimage to Spain and Portugal. Visit Ávila, the town of St Teresa, Segovia the shrine of St John of the Cross, and historical Roman city; Toledo, the primatial Cathedral of Spain; Santiago de Compostela, the international pil-grimage site, the shrine of St James the Apostle; as well as Fatima, Shrine of Our Lady, since the apparitions in 1916.  Air travel and half board. The cost will be £629 based on sharing (single rooms available with £175 supplement). Booking forms are available from the Parish Office, which should be returned together with a deposit of £150 per person, payable by cheque, cash or by card (details to be put on booking form). We have about 30 pilgrims so far. For those still thinking—we need to have bookings soon. 

Sixth Sunday of Easter (C)   CTS Sunday Missal page 483         

FUNDRAISING  
Collections 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid £393.08, Non-Gift Aid £174.35, Total £567.43. Ukraine Appeal £94.41. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £234.00, Non-Gift Aid £199.50, Total £433.50. Ukraine Appeal £166.98. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £270.70, Non-Gift Aid £114.73, Total £385.43. Ukraine Appeal £122.03. 
Second Collections: This Sun-day there will be a Second Collec-tion for Catholic Communications. Next week we welcome young  people from St Margaret Ward who will be appealing for funds for their pilgrimage to Lourdes.  
Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, No.175 P Knapper; 2nd Prize £10, 

Thinking about the Gospel 
John 14:23-29 

Notice, in the first reading, that everybody, including St Paul, looks to Jerusalem and the Apostles to decide the Church's true teaching. The Apostles, too, presume that Christian teachers need a "mandate from us." And we see the Spirit guiding the Apostles in all truth. Notice how they describe their ruling: "It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and of us." Knowing these truths about the Church, our hearts should never be troubled. The Liturgy's message today is that the Church is the Lord's, watched over and guarded by the Advocate, the Holy Spirit sent by the Father in the name of the Son. This should fill us with confidence, free us to worship with exultation, inspire us to rededicate our lives to His Name - to love Jesus in our keep-ing of His Word, to rejoice that He and the Father in the Spirit have made their dwelling with us. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are lit for the following intentions: 

St John’s: Gussie Quinn 
If you wish to donate (minimum £5) for a sanctuary lamp, please see Fr Julian, or Tony Giannasi at St John’s. 

Catholicism Course The Course is running on Friday evenings at 7pm at St Teresa’s, Trent Vale. The next session will be 6th May.  
Taizé Worship There will be a Taizé service at St Teresa’s, Trent Vale on Thursday 19th May at  7.30pm. 
Exam Invigilators St Margaret Ward Catholic Academy are looking 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available to see parishion-ers for any need on Monday eve-nings, 7pm to 8pm at St Joseph’s Presbytery, Goldenhill.  

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for May 
That in every country of the world, women may be honoured and re-spected and that their essential con-tribution to society may be highly esteemed. 
That families, communities, and groups may pray the Holy Rosary for evangelization and peace. 

No.71 E Hogan; 3rd Prize £5, No.126 R Jones. Monthly subs for May are now due.   
APF (Red) Boxes -  Kidsgrove If you haven't had your box emptied please bring to church or phone Janet  (782410) for collection. Thank you.   

to increase their pool of exam invigi-lators for a wide variety of exams This year the exams commence on 16th May running through to the 28th June. No experience necessary as full training will be given. For more information and an application pack please email Karen Wilson at kwilson@sgfl.org.uk. You will need to be quick as the next training ses-sion is organised for the 4th May. 


